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master-works of Phidias; sometimes the worship paid
to a stone slightly resembling the human form may
mark a very low stage of religious feeling. If we
are satisfied with calling all this and much more
simply fetishism, we shall soon be told that the stone
on which all the kings of England have been crowned
is an old fetish, and that in the coronation of Queen
Victoria we ought to recognise a survival of Anglo-
Saxon fetishism.

Matters have at last gone so far that people travel-
ling in Africa actually cross-examined the natives
whether they believed in fetishes, as if the poor negro
or the Hottentot, or the Papua could have any idea
of what is meant by such a word 1 Native African
words for fetish are gri-gri, gru-gru, or ju-ju, all of
them possibly the same word1. I must quote at
least one story, showing how far superior the examinee
may sometimes be to the examiners. c A negro was
worshipping a tree, supposed to be his fetish, with
an offering of food, when some European asked whe-
ther he thought that the tree could eat. The negro
replied: "Oh, the tree is not the fetish, the fetish
is a spirit and invisible, but he has descended into
this tree. Certainly he cannot devour our bodily
food, but he enjoys its spiritual part, and leaves
behind the bodily part, which we see."' The story is
almost too good to be true, but it rests on the autho-
rity of Halleur2, and it may serve at least as a

1 Waitz, ii. p. 175. F. Schultze states that the negroes adopted that
word from the Portuguese. Bastian gives engruizi as a name for fetish
on the West Coast of Africa; also mokisso (Bastian, * St. Salvador,'
pp. 254, 81).

* 'Das Leben der Neger West-Africa's/ p. 40. Cf. Waitz, vol. ii.
p. 188. Tylor, 'Primitive Culture/ ii. 197.